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The Reader’s Guide is provided to assist readers in locating articles on related topics. It classifies articles
into the following topical categories: Cinema, Television, and Video; Concept and Topic Overviews;
Cultural Contestations; Feminist Media; Gay and Lesbian Media; Human Rights Media; Independence
Movement Media; Indigenous Peoples’ Media; Information Policy Activism; Internet; Labor Media;
News; Performance Art Media; Popular Song; Press; Radio; Social Movement Media. Entries are also
listed according to the region of the world they address: Africa; Australia and Aotearoa/New Zealand;
East Asia; Europe; Latin America; Middle East; South Asia; South East Asia; Transnational; and the

United States, Canada, and the Caribbean.

Cinema, Television, and Video

Activist Cinema in the 1970s (France)
Appalshop (United States)
Beheading Videos (Iraq/Transnational)
Berber Video-Films (Morocco)
Black Exploitation Cinema
(United States)
Challenge for Change Film
Movement (Canada)
Cine Insurgente/Rebel Cinema
(Argentina)
COR-TV, 2006, Oaxaca (México)
Deep Dish TV (United States)
DIVA TV and ACT UP (United States)
Documentary Film for Social
Change (India)
Kayap6 Video (Brasil)
Media Education Foundation
(United States)
Medvedkine Groups and Workers’ Cinema
(France)
Paper Tiger Television (United States)
Political Critique in Nollywood
Video-Films (Nigeria)
Public Access
Sixth Generation Cinema (China)
Third Cinema
Video SEWA (India)

x1

Concept and Topic Overviews

Alternative Media

Alternative Media at Political Summits

Alternative Media Global Project

Alternative Media: Policy Issues

Anarchist Media

Citizen Journalism

Citizens’ Media

Community Media and the Third Sector

Creative Commons

Culture Jamming

Environmentalist Movement Media

Feminist Media: An Overview

Grassroots Tech Activists and Media Policy

Human Rights Media

Indigenous Peoples’ Media

Installation Art Media

Leninist Underground Media Model

Media Infrastructure Policy and Media Activism

Mobile Communication and Social Movements

New Media and Activism

Participatory Media

Performance Art and Social Movement Media:
Augusto Boal

Public Access

Third Cinema

Youth Media

Youth-Generated Media
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Paramilitary Media (Northern Ireland)

Political Graffiti (Greece)

Political Song (Northern Ireland)

Prague Spring Media

Radio Lorraine Coeur d’Acier (France)

Radio Student and Radio Mars (Slovenia)

Rembetiko Songs (Greece)

Revolutionary Media, 1956 (Hungary)

Samizdat Underground Media (Soviet Bloc)

Social Democratic Media to 1914 (Germany)

Social Movement Media (Macedonia)

Spare Rib Magazine (United Kingdom)

Undocumented Workers’ Internet Use (France)

Wartime Underground Resistance Press,
1941-1944 (Greece)

Weimar Republic Dissident Cultures (Germany)

Women’s Radio (Austria)

Youth Protest Media (Switzerland)

Latin America

Alternative Media Heritage in Latin America

ANCLA Clandestine News Agency (Argentina)

Barricada TV (Argentina)

Cine Insurgente/Rebel Cinema (Argentina)

Community Media (Venezuela)

Community Radio in Pau da Lima (Brasil)

Community Radio Stations (Brasil)

COR TV, 2006, Oaxaca (México)

Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo
(Argentina)

H.L.J.O.S. and Escraches (Argentina)

Indigenous Media in Latin America

Indigenous Radio Stations (México)

Kayap6 Video (Brasil)

Miners’ Radio Stations (Bolivia)

Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (Argentina)

National Alternative Media Network
(Argentina)

Peace Media (Colombia)

Radio Andaqui and the Belén Media School
(Colombia)

Radio La Tribu (Argentina)

Social Movement Media, 1960s—1980s (Chile)

Social Movement Media, 2001-2002
(Argentina)

Social Movement Media in the Sandinista Era
(Nicaragua)

Wayruro People’s Communication (Argentina)

Zapatista Media (México)

Middle East

Al-Jazeera as Global Alternative News Source
(Qatar/Transnational)

Alternative Information Center (Israel and
Palestine)

Ankara Trash-Sorters’ Media (Turkey)

Arab Bloggers as Citizen Journalists
(Transnational)

Beheading Videos (Irag/Transnational)

Berber Video-Films (Morocco)

BIA Independent Communication Network
(Turkey)

Bloggers Under Occupation, 2003— (Iraq)

Kefaya Movement Media (Egypt)

Kurdish “Mountain” Journalism

New Media and Alternative Cultural Sphere
(Iran)

Palestinian Interwar Press

Pirate Radio (Israel)

Pirate Radio (Lebanon)

Social Movement Media in 2009 Crisis (Iran)

Vernacular Poetry Audiotapes in the Arab World

Women Bloggers (Egypt)

Youth-Generated Media

Zionist Movement Media, Pre-1948

South Asia

Adivasi Movement Media (India)

Bhangra, Resistance, and Rituals
(South Asia/Transnational)

Chipko Environmental Movement Media (India)

Community Radio (Sri Lanka)

Community Radio Movement (India)

Dalit Movement Media (India)

Dance as Social Activism (South Asia)

Documentary Film for Social Change (India)

HIV/AIDS Media (India)

Independence Movement Media (India)

Indian People’s Theatre Association

Khalistan Movement Media (India/
Transnational)

Media Against Communalism (India)

Naxalite Movement Media (India)

Political Cartooning, 1870s—Present (India)

Sarabhai Family and the Darpana Academy
(India)

Social Movement and Modern Dance (Bengal)

Social Movement Media in the Emergency
(India)
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CoMMUNITY MEDIA (VENEZUELA)

As with everything else in Venezuela since President
Hugo Chavez came to power in February 1999,
public opinion concerning community media is
divided between its supporters and opponents.
For some, these media articulate the new organi-
zational forms the so-called Bolivarian revolution
has put in place to transfer power and voice to
historically excluded sectors of the nation. For
others, they articulate an authoritarianism that is
seeking to colonize the public sphere, to silence
democratic dissent, to capture the media system
and gear it to indoctrination in support of the
president’s socialist project.

To understand how Venezuelans have reached
this point, some history is needed to provide a
context for the complex situation that has allowed
the exponential growth of Venezuelan commu-
nity media, along with the conflictual relation-
ship they maintain with President Chévez’s
government.

The Context

Venezuelans do not know whether to laugh or cry
at the oil wealth that has blessed and cursed them
with equal abandon. One Venezuelan minister
called hydrocarbons “the Devil’s excrement,”
given the way they contaminate the air, the rivers,
governmental ethics, and national morale. No one
can reflect on Venezuela, including its community
media, without thinking about the challenge black
gold incarnates for those nations that enjoy its
abundance.

Other nations have repeatedly interfered in the
country’s internal affairs, all the while that local
elites have prospered through their political, eco-
nomic, and cultural commitments to outside inter-
ests. Oil revenues in Venezuela financed inequality,
bringing to birth a structure of socioeconomic
privilege that guaranteed power to certain com-
plicit and lazy elites in the face of the poverty that
the majority of the 28 million people in today’s
Venezuela have suffered for decades. Up to 1999,
oil revenues financed the apparent golden rule of
social inequality: 20% of Venezuelans consumed
80% of the wealth, while the other 80% survived
on the remaining 20%.

This same logic governed the development of
Venezuela’s media system. Up to the end of the
20th century, the state owned a television channel
and a radio station with two channels (classical and
light). This allowed the private commercial sector

prime place, given the oligopolistic concentration |

of ownership in the hands of a few local companies,
dependent in their turn on the U.S. consortia that
dominate Latin America’s technology, news, images,
TV series, films, and advertising.

Thirty years of bad governments led this model
rentier democracy to crisis in 1989, when the
announcement of International Monetary Fund
“structural adjustment” policies sparked 3 days
of rioting and looting, stamped out by repression
on a scale unprecedented in Venezuela’s history.
In 1992, Chavez, then‘a lieutenant colonel, led an
attempted coup, and when Caracas stayed in the
oligarchy’s hands, Chavez was allowed to broad-
cast very briefly to urge his supporters elsewhere
to surrender. Those 56 seconds, and his statement
that they had only failed “for now” but that
“new opportunities will arise again,” became
mythical and turned him into a new leader of
people’s illusions.

Thus, in December 1998, opposed by a single
candidate representing the traditional elites, Chavez
was elected president by the progressive middle
class, leftist groups, and the majority of popular
voters. He faced almost complete opposition from
mainstream media, both then and since then.

Grassroots Media up to April 2002

When Chavez took power early in 1999, only two
small community TV stations, TV Boconé and TV
Rubio, had been able to obtain licenses, along with
some church radio stations and TV operations
geared to religious instruction and adult educa-
tion. There were also a handful of illegal radio
stations, such as Radio Catia Libre (Radio Free
Catia—a Caracas neighborhood), which broadcast
from a moving vehicle to avoid detection.

These grassroots activists pre-1999 broadly
included three groups: those with no relation to
the organizations that supported Chavez, before or
after his ascent; those that were in sympathy with
the Bolivarian movement and joined in its activi-
ties, but without organic links with the president’s
mobilization base; and those committed to organic
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with both legal and clandestine organizations
t contributed to his rise to power. This variety
valuable for the grassroots media movement,
antecing it a certain degree of organizational
ideological independence in the face of the
government’s national project.

he Librecomunicacién (Freecommunication)
ctive, for instance, was crucial in exerting pres-
e on the National Assembly to approve the new
sleccommunications Law of 2000. The original
did not really envisage permitting community
ses, and it was thanks to the mobilization of
oups such as Onda Libre (Free Airwave),
brecomunicacién, and the Committee for Public
ice Broadcasting (Comité por una Radio-
evision de Servicio Publico), that the act ultimately
cluded various clauses (the 2nd, 12th, and 203rd)
at guaranteed community usage, organized via
oadcasting nonprofits. That summer, 60 nonprof-
applied to the National Telecommunications
Commission (CONATEL) for licenses.

esident canceled all laws passed since Chavez’s
ection, dissolved the National Assembly, and
smissed all mayors and state governors.
Mainstream media kept silent about street and
neighborhood protests demanding the president’s
‘return. Grassroots media, however, conducted an

such as Catia Libre and Radio Perola (Radio
Saucepan) got the public TV channel (Venezolana
de Television), which had been closed by force the
day before the coup, back on the air.

- Once Chavez was restored to power, many
- grassroots groups that previously had simply sym-
pathized with the Bolivarian project began to bind
 themselves organically to it in their attitudes, their
editorial lines, and their street actions. Likewise,
 the state adopted an aggressive communication
policy that transformed it into what has been
" termed the “Communicator State.” From then on,
the radio and TV stations that some called “com-
~ munity,” others “alternative,” and still others
~ “government,” multiplied exponentially.

.~ From 1936 through 1999, there had just been
~ one local radio station and two local TV stations,

all other grassroots license applications having
been denied. Between January 2002 and November
2008, 266 community broadcasters were regis-
tered, 38 of them TV stations. Another 600 licenses
were being considered, and a further 1,300 proj-
ects were resisting having their status legalized.
Nationally, 2,136 broadcasters were transmitting.

Whereas up to 1999 no communication legisla-
tion had stipulated community broadcasting rights,
since then the 1999 Bolivarian Constitution, the
2000 Telecommunications Act, and the 2002
Public Service Open Community Regulation for
Sound Broadcasting and Television jointly did so.

The majority of these new stations, along with
print and digital media, which also increased expo-
nentially, belonged to one of three national
associations. La Red Venezolana de Medios
Comunitarios (ReVeMec;the Venezuelan Community
Media Network) had the most independence over
time, though they supported the majority of govern-
ment policies. El Movimiento de Medios
Alternativos y Comunitarios (MoMaC; the
Alternative and Community Media Movement)
was openly committed to the Bolivarian revolu-
tion, as per its founding manifesto. La Asociacion
Nacional de Medios Comunitarios, Libres, y
Alternativos (ANMCLA; the National Association
of Community, Free and Alternative Media) was
sympathetic to Chavez but, given ANMCLA’s fre-
quent confrontations, especially with CONATEL,
not to his government bureaucracy.

There were also 16 regional networks, such as
Cardumen al Viento (Shoal in the Wind) in Nueva
Esparta state, Red Café (Café Network) in Tachira
state, and REIRME (MAKEMELAUGH) in Mérida
state, along with some local associations that
housed radio stations, newspapers, and web-
pages.

Thus, community media were literally every-
where in the country, including various Indigenous
radio and TV stations transmitting in their lan-
guages or bilingually.

A qualitatively important dimension was
media—community interaction. Although not iden-
tical everywhere in scale and significance, most of
the broadcasting nonprofits maintained active and
organic links with their communities and, for the
most part, provided program space for commu-
nity reports on local issues. The strongest exem-
plars, such as Radio Perola, Radio Negro Primero
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(First Black Radio), and Catia Libre in the capital,
participated in and promoted street activities, lit-
eracy programs, arts and sporting gatherings,
along with radio and TV programs entirely pro-
duced by children.

Finally, many stations developed groups of
community producers as part of licensing condi-
tions. These stations had to provide training work-
shops for their neighborhoods because of the
requirement that 70% of programming had to be
locally created.

Disquieting Trends

Along with these gains, other trends emerged that
were not just discouraging, but disquieting and
even regressive. First, sectarianism was evident in
some independent broadcast news operations,
denying access to opponents of Chdvez’s national
project. In interviews with community media pro-
ducers and spokespeople, they frequently would
insist—candidly or fanatically—that every opinion
was always welcome except for unhealthy criti-
cism of the Bolivarian process or speech hostile to
Commander Chavez.

A second worrying aspect was the low technical
training of many independent and community pro-
ducers, mostly because of inexperience in using the
language of broadcasting. This led to program-
ming on a poor creative level, both formally and
aesthetically. For this reason, programming did
not usually get beyond half the 70% required to be
made by community and independent producers,
so many stations filled the required transmission
period with preprogrammed music, turning them-
selves not into “rock stations with ads,” as used to
be said of commercial stations, but into “rock sta-
tions with politics.”

These features were disquieting, but other fea-
tures of grassroots media behavior and transmis-
sions have to be considered unacceptable. For a
start, journalists, radio station operators, and TV
operations that were hostile to Chavez’s national
project were physically attacked by activists. The
most indicative case was perhaps the Alexis Vives
Collective from the January 23 Precinct, which
repeatedly harassed, spray painted, and assaulted
the headquarters of the opposition channel
Globovision. Radio Arsenal, from the same pre-
cinct, openly supported these activities.

Next must be mentioned the pressure placed on
CONATEL by grassroots media collectives to
withdraw, refuse to renew, and not permit licenses
for the few local broadcast operations that did not
support the government.

Third was the growing dependence of these
media on direct subsidies, equipment, premises,
and advertising supplied by the state. In reality,
these radio and TV stations had practically no self-
financing strategies to ensure their sustainability
over time. Most of them survived on the support
provided by the numerous official policies designed
to coalesce—or absorb—the grassroots media
movements.

On this front, the state developed the following
initiatives, among many others:

1. A plan for equipment and antenna supply

2. A plan for constructing and remodeling
premises and studios

3. A plan to finance cell phones, with a
preferential rate for community reporters

4. A plan to train radio, TV, and newspaper
personnel, and webpage designers

5. A plan to develop locally generated technologies
and equipment recycling

In the final analysis, the growing interconnec-
tion between these media and the Chavez adminis-
tration turned out to be unacceptable. Some
examples follow.

The People’s Power Minister of Communication
and Information transmitted from the premises of
one of these local media, networked via public and
community media, a monthly hour-long program
titled Communication in Revolution. As of 2009,
nine such programs were broadcast from Caracas
and from Vargas, Bolivar, Miranda, Carabobo,
and Zulia states. '

The same ministry’s webpage, along with the
webpages of the National Assembly, the President’s
Office, Venezuela National Radio, Venezolana de
Television, and the government online portal,
among others, carried direct or indirect links to
the various webpages of the community media. In
their turn, many pages belonging to these grass-
roots broadcasters had direct or indirect links to
various public bodies of the aforementioned
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‘agencies—some, moreover, to the Partido Socialista

Unido de Venezuela (PSUV; Unified Socialist

Party), of which Chavez was also president.

~ Participation by this party’s activists was fre-

“quent on the management boards of various
‘broadcasting nonprofits, despite dual membership

being explicitly forbidden by the 2002 regulation.

There was a gap and often a split between a
' given grassroots media operation’s editorial line
- and the religious, cultural, and political character-
istics of its community. The key examples were in
- those precincts where local and regional opposi-
tion candidates had regularly won elections but
~where, nonetheless, licensed stations supported
- Chdvez’s national project and maintained an
openly and aggressively confrontational editorial
posture toward all other political forces. This
- caused irritation and a very frosty attitude toward
 the stations within communities that should see
.~ them as theirs.

The outward symbols that premises and activ-
-~ ists of the community stations displayed marked
- them as chavismo supporters (shirts, flags, posters
- of Chdvez and PSUV leaders). Right away this
yisual demarcation would frighten off any non-
~ chavista citizen who might be interested in doing
.~ radio or TV in the precinct.

Conclusions

In 50 years, local communication movements from
- Venezuela’s grassroots never enjoyed so much
~ activism, so much power, and so much social
- muscle as they did in the 2000s. At the same time,
~ never before were they so threatened with being
- disempowered, absorbed, and nullified by the
. power structure’s, regressive operations. Never
- before were they so close to being reduced to the
.~ pathetic role of being repeater stations, ventrilo-
- quists for the most dogmatic and militaristic and
~ least progressive sector of President Chdvez’s
~ national project. Still worse, they had never previ-
ously been so close to slipping into being ensnared
and effectively vanishing, subverted—despite their
enormous resources and potential—by the dead
weight pulling down the wings of the so-called
beautiful revolution.

Although undoubtedly these media represented
a new broadcasting circuit in Venezuela, their
independence and the elimination of state tutelage

-

would be essential if they were to merit description
as community, alternative or free. There is no
point waiting day by day for this to happen, or
expecting “neutrality” in such a conflictive con-
text. But it is possible to desire and demand inde-
pendence of judgment and measured passion, and
it is vital to soften and break down the polariza-
tion destroying Venezuela.

Maria Fernanda Madriz
(translated by Jobn D. H. Downing)

See also Community Radio (Ireland); Community Radio
in Pau da Lima (Brasil); Community Radio Movement
(India); Miners’ Radio Stations (Bolivia); Peace Media
(Colombia); Radio La Tribu (Argentina); Women’s
Radio (Austria)
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Pasquali, A. (2007). La libertad de expresion bajo el
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COMMUNITY MEDIA AND
THE THIRD SECTOR

Across every region of the globe, the early days of
community broadcasting were full of protest,
rebellion, and technical wizardry: mobile broad-
casters operating illegally from the back of vans
(United States), students barricading themselves in
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